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PREFACE. 


* 


RE FACES are become fo common to Books 
of all Sorts, that moſt Readers expect them, 
even before ſmall Pamphlets; and there- 
in ſomething uſeful, concerning the Work 
to which they are prefixed: Though, indeed, they 
too often contain ſuch Commendations thereof, as 
only diſcover the high Opinion which the Author 
has of his own Performance; in order to beſpeak 


the good Opinion of his Readers. But as wiſe 


Men judge of all Writings, according as they find 
them rational and uſeful, or otherwiſe : So every 
Author ſhould leave the Matter of his Book to the 
Judgment of the Judicious, and to make its. Wa 
in the World, by its own intrinſick Worth. ; 


To know what the Fate of this Piece may be, 


the Author is not ſollicitous : But is apprehenſive of 


much more Cenſure than Commendation from ſome 


Sorts of Perſons; it being upon a Speculation too 
freely talked of by many, though very little under- 
ſtood by them ; a Point which the Writer of this 
Eſſay would very gladly ſee cleared up, beyond 


Doubt or Contradiction; as it was that Deſire, which 


firſt gave Birth to theſe Pages: For they acquired 


their Exiſtence as follows. The Author being occa- 
ſionally in London, was, by a Friend, told of à reh- 
gious Conference held weekly, in which a much cele- 


brated Doctor of Divinity was Preſident : He there- 
upon accompanied his Friend thither for Inſtruc- 
tion ; and, at that Time, before the Company broke 
up, this was the Subject propoſed for the next 


Night's Converſation ; When he immediately re- 
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ſolved to attend the Debate; but had then no 
Thoughts of offering any thing upon it. However 
the Subject took ſuch Poſſeſſion of his Mind, that he 
could not free his Thoughts from it, and therefore, 
after ſome Days, reſolved, in few Words, to write 
down his Sentiments, not in the leaſt imagining they 
would have run half this Length. 


__Tars Eſſay contains many Arguments, which tho 
perhaps not entirely new, had never before occurred 
to the Author's Mind: And being at a Diſtance 
from Home, he had no Books to conſult upon the 
Subject : But he had no ſooner ſet Pen to Paper, 
than Matter flowed almoſt as faſt as he could write 
it; and in the very Order here preſented to the Pub- 
lick; though not digeſted or ſeparated into diſtin& 
Heads, as it now appears, This was the laſt thing 
that was delivered in thoſe Evening Conferences, 
(for this Subject took up two Nights) and it was ſo 
well received by all then preſent, as to put an End 
to the Debate in that Aſſembly ; unleſs the Subject 
was afterwards revived, which the Author knows 
nothing of, his Affairs placing him at ſo great a 
Diſtance, that he never had another Opportunity of 
attending there. 


IN ſeparating this Work into diſtinct Heads, be- 
ſides changing, omitting, or adding ſome Words, a 
Thing very common in tranſcribing, he has in ſome 
places inſerted a Sentence or two : But the principal 
Enlargement is in the third and fourth Particulars 
under the fifth Head. For the third Particular and 
the greateſt Part of the fourth, were not in the Ori- 

inal : He might alſo have made very conſiderable 
ee under the other Heads, and embel- 
liſhed jt. with Anſwers to more of the Pretences 
which have been made Uſe of in this Controverly ; 
or by introducing many other Things, which. per- 
haps ſome Fancies may ſtart, to object or 25 

: | | | \ wit 9 


— 


PR E F A C E. v 
with, in one reſpect or other, though they tend ra- 
ther to perplex than to clear the Subject. But he 


ſtudied Brevity: And having ſaid what he thought 


ſufficient to vindicate the divine Perfections, to 
evince the Truth in ſo nice a Controverſy, and make 
it plain to human Underſtanding, he ſubmits this 
Eſſay, as it now appears, to the Candour. of the Pub- 
lick ; not doubting but the judicious will make all 
reaſonable Allowance for the Imperfections they diſ- 
cover, as they themſelves would expect or deſire, in 
2 Speculation ſo abſtruſe as this has hitherto been 


eſteemed; and then he will have no Reaſon to re- 


pent his publiſhing it, let the Clamour and Cen- 
ſure of the Unthinking riſe ever ſo high againſt 
him. | 
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HEwWIN G, 1. hat is generally underſtood by divine 
Preſcience, and alſo what is meant by Free- Agency. 

II. Proving Man a: Free- Agent, from the Diſpenſation he i; 
placed under, and the Sanctions of the divine Laus. 


III. An Enquiry whether the ſuppoſed Doctrine of Preſcience, 
and Man's Free- Agency, are not incompatible, from the Na- 
ture of Contingencies, and God's Dealings with Mankind. 


IV. Wherein true Preſcience conſiſts, and 3 the Actions 
„ Free- Agents. may be fore-known by the i 
V. Shewing that the Plea commonly made Uſe of by Divines, 
tn Support of their Notions about God's eternal and infalli- 
4 | ble Fore-knowledge of all the contingent Actions of Men, is 
2 no Solution of the Difficulty. 2 
| VI. That the ſuppoſed Preſcience or God's eternal Fore-knows- 
ledge of all the Actions of Men, introduces the Doctrine » 
Fate and Deſtiny, and makes God the Author of all Wicked- 
nefs ; thereby deftroying Free- Agency, Virtue, Vice and Re- 
ligion amongſt Mankind. 


VII. 4 Vindication 2 the Deity, from the Charge of Cru- ; 
elty neceſſarily ariſing from that injurious Imputation, 9 ; 
contrary to the divine Attributes and Perfections, as well 
as to moral Goodneſs, and that Tenderneſs which is natu- 
ral from Men for their Offspring, and their Regard for 
each other. * 


VIII. The Argument from Scripture Prophecies confidered, and 
bor the Agents concerned in their | Fulfilment, a& with 
Freedom. | F 


IX. The Caſe of Judas Iſcariot in particular, and his Free- 
Agency conſidered. EY 


X. Shewing that the ſuppoſed eternal Fore-knowledge of Con- 

tingencies, even of all the Actions of men, is contrary to 
the Scripture Declarations, and God's Dealings with the 
Ante-diluvian Warld,, as therein recorded. 
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30 ON THE 
DIVINE PRESCIENCE, 
AND 


Man's EY 


I. Shewing, Fir, 1 What is generally underſtood by 


Divine Ieſcience | and alſo what is meant by Free- 
Agency. 

HOUGH what we are now enquiring 
into, 1s one of the moſt abſtruſe Speculati- 


few Thoughts together upon the Subject; 
Namely, Whether, the Divine PreSCiIENCE and 
Man's FR EE-AcENcx, are not incompatible : As 


by the former is generally underſtood, God's certain 


and infallible Fore-knowledge of all 'the future Ac- 
tions of Men, even from Eternity: And by Free- 
Agency, the Power of an intelligent 8 to do, 
or not to do, any Action, determined thereto only 
by his own Judgment and Will, without the leaſt 
Bias from any other external, or internal Influence, 
beſides that of moral Suaſion. Which leads me, 


II. Se- | 


ons; yet I have ventured freely to put a 
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8 An Eſſay en the Divine Preſcience, 


IT. Secondly, to prove Man a Free- Apent, from the 
Difpenſation he is placed under, ana the Santiions 
of the divine Laws. 


Wu RZ UPO U argue, firſt, That if Man is 
not a Free-Agent, one that hath an abſolute- Power 
over his own Actions, then thoſe Actions which 
he performs, cannot be properly ſaid to be his 
- ewn, but muſt be afcribed to ſome other Power, 
by which he is led on to perform them; even 
as a good Clock or Watch performs the Motions 
aſſigned to it by the Artiſt. And then, ſecondly, 
there would be no fuch Thing as Virtue or Vice 
in the World, any more than there is in a Ma- 
chine when 'it performs well, or goes irregular ; 
and conſequently, in the third Place, there could 
be no righteous eternal Judgment hereafter, nor 
could any future Rewards and Puniſhments be then 
due to Man, notwithſtanding they are the Sanctions 
of the divine Laws, For, fourthly, God muſt therein 
appear inſincere, in calling and intreating Sinners 
to accept of Life, according to the Offers of Grace 
and Salvation contained in his holy Word, or in 
requiring Obedience and Subjection to any of his 
Laws. But as theſe Things run throughout the 
Whole of Revelation, {a the Concluſion is necel- 
ſary; that Man muſt therefore be à Free- Agent, 
capable of Good or Evil, and to determine his Per- 
ſuit of either, from the ſole Power of his own 
Judgment and Will: On- which Account, it may 
allo be juſtly and truly ſaid, that ail ſuch Actions 
are contingent ; becauſe he might have refuſed to 
do any of them if he pleated. But whether 
any ſuch contingent Actions are the Subject of 
the divine Preſcience from all Eternity; and in 
that Senſe can be certainly and infallibly fore- 
known, is the next Thing to be conſidered; and 
waich being the Subject propoſed for this Even- 
* > ES Ing 8 


„ „ ee Aae Free- Atency. -9 


ing's ace 18 properly ſtated, under the fol- 
lowing Head, thus, 


III. An Enquiry, whether ibis ſuppoſed Defrine of 
Preſcience and Mans Free- Agency, are not incompa- 
zible, from the Nature of Contingencies, and God's 
Dealings with Mankind, 


| Anv firſt, That ſuch contingent Actions of Men, 
cannot be certainly and infallibly fore-known by — 
the great God from Eternity, appears plainly Red F 
the very Nature of them. For 'wus moſt abſurd, = 


every Soul that doth Evil, Rom. ii. 9. which ſurely he 


n e 
25 
DI _ 
— 


and a manifeſt Contradiction, for one Being to ſay, # | 
that an Action, whether good, bad, or indiffer- 1 
ent, will be certaiply and infallibly performed by | #4 
another; which at the ſame Time the Agent, be- #0 
ing every Way free, may refuſe to perform, nay, T4 
may determine againſt it, and do the direct con- _— 
trary: And therefore no ſuch contingent Afton of ' 
any one Free-Agent, can be certainly and infallibly 1 
-fore-known by another; becauſe there is no ſuch 8 y 
Thing as certainly and infallibly fore-knowing that 4. 
any one Action will be, and that it will not be, at ki 
the ſame time. Bur, ſecondly, God fore- ſeeing, F 4 
or rather looking upon preſent and future Things 14 
only as they are, or may poſſibly be, deals with 44 
Mankind accordingly; encouraging them to the | 14 
Practice of Virtue and Piety, by many gracious my 
Promiſes; and in order to deter them from Vice 14 
and Irreligion, denouncing ſevere Threatenings of BY 
Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh, upon NY 
4 


would never have done, if he had certainly and in- vi 
fallibly fore-known from Eternity, what every Man FA 
would do, that is born into the World; becauſe he mY 
muſt then have known (at leaſt with reſpect to the 1 
greateſt Part of Mankind) that they would neither #4 
de encouraged to the one, nor reſtrained from the 1 


Aber, by ay . Promiſes or Threatenings that he 14 
; B ſhould =_ 


1 
e e ee ee eee : 


iv An Fſſay on the Divine Preſcience, 
ſhould give forth. Moreover, thirdly, When we 
ſay God is omnipotent, we can mean no more, than 
that he has Power, and is able to do whatever is 
poſſible to be done; but do not at the ſame Time 
ſuppoſe, that he has done all which is poſſible to 
be done: So alſo when we ſpeak of the divine Pre- 
ſcience, we can mean no more, than that God fore- 
ſees all Things which can poſſibly be fore-known. 
But future Contingencies being no Part of eternal 
Fore-knowledge, the divine Preſcience is not at all 
concerned about them, till the Free Agent comes 
upon the Stage of Action. And this leads me to 
conſider, PHU. MED TIBOR... 


FF. Wherein true Proſedeitte confi n and how er the 
Actions of free Agents may be eee * the 
Deity, . 


w HICH appears, or 1s ths diets to us; 
firſt, as God not only ſees and knows all our Words 
and Actions; but alſo ſecondly, the very Springs 
of Action in the moſt ſecret Workings of our 
Minds; and thirdly, as he knows the very Thoughts 
and Intents of our Hearts, as well as the Propenſity 
of every Agent, to that which is good or evil, from 
the whole Courſe of paſt Conduct; together, fourth- 
ly, with all the Circumſtances or Occurrences which 
- 4 likely to come in the Way, or may poſſibly hap- 
pen from without us: It may therefore juſtly be ſaid, 
that in ſuch Caſes, God does fore-ſee, or fore-know, 
what a Free-Agent will do, even before the Action 
is performed by him; becauſe he ſees their Thoughts, 
Intents, and Purpoſes afar off; that is, as ſoon as 
the Mind begins to move towards the Performance 
of any Action. And ſuch Fore-knowledge is no way 
incompatible with the Free-Agency of any Being; 
nor implies the leaſt Neceſſity or lmpulſe from any 
Order of Cauſes to be laid on or ſet before the Man, 
Eng him to the Perfornuatice of any Action by 
oy | any 


— 


Aud Man's Free- Agency. 11 


any prior eto, or eternal Decree of God. I 


come now to ſhew, 


* 


V. That Jhe Plea of God's Fore knowledge having 
no Influence upon the Agent, which is ſo com- 
monly made Uſe of by Divines, in ſupport of their 

| Notions about God's eternal and infallible Fore- 


knowledge of all the contingent Attions of Men, 


is no Solution of the D Difficulty. 


ces firſt, the very Suppoſition if once al- 
lowed, that God certainly or infallibly fore-knew all 
the future Actions which every Man that is born in- 
to the World would perform, both with reſpect to 


Time, Place, and Manner; together with all the 
Motives leading to, and Circumſtances attending 


every Action (for all theſe Things muſt be as much, 


and as certainly fore- known as any one ſingle Point of 


Action, and this from Eternity) too it muſt abſo- 
lutely deſtroy Free- Agency. For, ſecondly, notwith- 


| ſtanding we readily allow their chief and principal 


Plea, namely, That bare Fore-knowledge bath not the 
leaſt Influence upon any Agent, ſo as to impell, or to ne- 
ceſſtate bim to do any Action; yet this Suppoſition 
or Notion, I ſay, neceſſarily ſuppoles, that there 


muſt: be ſome how or other, an immediate Exer- 
tion of divine Power; or elſe ſuch a Train of Cauſes 


and Circumſtances eſtabliſhed, as muſt infallibly ſuc- 


ceed in Dependence one upon another, in ſo certain a 
Manner, that the Man will thereby be neceſſarily diſ- 


poſed, and determined to perform thoſe fore-ſeen 
Actions : Or otherwiſe it could never be certainly 


and infallibly fore-known from all Eternity, at what 
Time, Place, and Manner, thoſe future Actions would 
be performed by any Agent. For, thirdly, To fy.” 
That God does not know this from any eſtabliſhed Decree, © 
but by the Neceſſity of his own Nature, which laoks thro? 


all Contingencies, as the univerſal Cauſe of all being and 


Ki. is ſaying nothing; but only begging the 


 ** wh Queſtion 


- - 
FR F was 3 A 2 oil <9 : 
* * * 


12 AnFEſayon the ne Piyflence, 


Queſtion, or taking the Thing in diſpute for grant- 
ed, which ought firſt to be proved; and which J 
preſume, i is impoſſible to be done. For though God 
from the Nec/fity of his Nature, does and muſt know 
every thing that is tranſacted throughout the whole 
Univerſe, it does not at all follow from thence, that 
he certainly and infallibly fore-knew them before the 
Exiftence of any of his Creatures, becauſe, if they were 
made Free- Agents at firſt; and are ſuch in ſucceſſion, 
as produced into Being, then they might as well do 
otherwiſe, and ſo act the quite contrary to what is here 
ſuppoſed to have been fore-known. Again, fourth- 
ly, it God did fore-ſee all the Actions of every In- 
dividual Man that lives, even before all Creation; 
then by creating us in ſuch a Manner, and with ſuch 
Difpoſitions, as to have us certainly and infallibly 
perform whatever he had eternally fore · ſeen, or 
taken in his View, would be making him in Strict- 
neſs of Speech, the ſole Author of all that we ſay 
or do; and ſo muſt in every Thing clearly acquit 
us of all Sin, from the Neceſſity of our own Nature, 
inſtead of his. And the neceſſary Reſult of this 
ü Keaſoning i is, that if we would maintain Free-Agen- 
cy, Virtue and Religion amongſt Men, we mult of 
courſe give up the common Opinion, that God from 
all Eternity did certainly foreſee or infallibly fore- 
know all the future Actions which would be per- 
formed, or done by every Man that is born into the 
World. An Opinion too generally received, and 
too zealouſly propagated by ſome Divines, without 
ſufficient Proof either from Reaſon or Revelation. 
Archbiſhop Tiliotſon indeed, hath quoted one Text 
of Scripture, viz. Acts xv. 18, and no more that 
] remember, for che ſupport of his Opinion ; but 
I think, any one may eaſily ſee how ſtrangely that 
great Man has miſapplied the Text, if he will but 
conſider the wide Difference there is between God's 
Works, which St. James ſpeaks of; and the Work 
9 * Works to which the” Text has na Relation. 


God's 


' 


And Man's Free- Agency. = 9 
God's Purpoſes and Determinations, concerning the ; 
calling of the Gentiles, and making them fel- _ w 
low-Heirs in his ſpecial Grace with the Jews un- 4 
der the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, that thereby he 1 
Neſidue of Men might ſeek after the Lord, as the 
Text faith, were known to God from the Beginning 
of the World: But this no Way implies his Fore- 
knowledge of the contingent Actions of all his 
Creatures from Eternity, or of any Thing that as 
Free-Agents they might either do or not do, ſo 
long before the Time of their Exiſtence. Which 
leads me to ſhew, FR 


VI. That this ſuppoſed Preſcience, or God's eternal 
Fore-knowledge of all the Actions of men, introdu- 
ces the Doftrine of Fate and Deſtiny, and makes God 
the Author of all Wickedneſs ;, thereby deſtroying 
Free. Agency, Virtue, Vice, and Religion amongſt 
Mankind. | N 


For firſt, If we would maintain this Opinion FY 
of the divine Preſcience, that God from Eternity, | 13 
or before all Creation, fore knew every Action, even j 
of all Men, from the Beginning to the End of the 
World; I think we muſt alſo admit, that he as 


well fore-knew all our Thoughts and Words too; KF 
many of which are preparatory, and lead to Ac- 1 
tion: And *cis equally reaſonable to admit, that =_ 
God eternally fore-knew all and every of our Ki 
| Thoughts as any of them; nay, that this Eſſay 1 
| was eternally foreſeen to be ftated juſt in the FI 
| Words and Terms I have here penned it, and 114 
| therefore it was neceſſary, and I was obliged to 1 
write and publiſh it to the World as it now ap- TA 
pears, that what was eternally foreſeen might be, 1 
exactly fulfilled. So that of courſe we muſt, on 1 
theſe Suppoſitions, give up our Free- Agency, as 4 
hath already been proved. And thus, ſecondly, we _ 


ſhould make God,” who is the firſt Cauſe of all Be- g 


# © — 


14 An FEfay onthe Divine Proſcience, 
ing and Exiſtence, the Author of all our wicked 
Thoughts, Words, and Actions, by producing us 
into Being with ſuch Diſpoſitions, and under ſuch 
Circumſtances, that he infallibly fore-ſaw from F- 
ternity all the Actions which we would certainly 
perform from the Beginning to the End of our 
Lives: Whereby, thirdly, We ſhould unanſwerably 
eſtabliſh the ſtrongeſt Argument that was ever yet 
urged in Favour of God's decreeing whatſoever 
comes to paſs; and conſequently we muſt thereby 
unavoidably confirm the Diſputers for that perni- 
cious Opinion amongſt Mankind, in the fixt and 
certain Belief of this impious Doctrine, that God 
fore · ordained whatſoever comes to paſs, by eſta- 
bliſhing. the neceſſary Connection and Dependence 
of Cauſes and their Effects upon one another, in 
ſo certain a Manner, as thereby infallibly to fore- 
ſee, from Eternity, all the future Actions, that 
every Man that is born into the World would 
unavoidably perform, both with reſpect to Time, 
Place, and Manner. For without ſome ſuch Ap- 
pointment or Decree, no certain and infallible 
Fore-knowledge of our future Actions from Eter- 


2 nity, can poſſibly be ſuppoſed, or in the leaft ima- 


gined by us. And therefore, fourthly, As this 


would be the greateſt Diſhonour to, and Diminu- 


tion of the divine Perfections, 1 chuſe rather to 
ive up the common Notion of God's eternal Fore- 
knowledge of Contingencies, as Things about which 
the divine Wiſdom is no ways employed, till 
the Free- Agent comes upon the Stage of Action. 
Which vpon mature Confderation will appear, fifth- 
jy, to be ſo far from leſſening or detracting any 
any Thing from the great God, that thereby ma- 
ny of his Attributes will be maintained in their 
true and moſt amiable Luſtre, the Glory of which, 
as I juſt now obſerved, would be greatly ſullied by 
the contrary Suppoſition. And here I ſhall endeavour, 
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vn. To 0 vindicate 5 Deity. from the Charge of 
© Cruelty, neceſſarily ariſing from that injurious 
' Imputation, ſo contrary to the divine Attributes 
and Perfections, as well as to moral Goodneſs, 
and that Tenderneſs which is natural 4 Men 
We their did. op and Wer 1 4 each 


67 gy in the firſt have, if it be true, that God 


Hawa Eternity fore-knew all the Good and Evil 
which every Man that comes into the World 


would do, and at the fame. Time was determin- 
ed to puniſh with unſpeakable Miſery and. utter 
Peſtruction, all thoſe who live in Wickedneſs, and 
die without Repentance: Surely, it would have 
been much more worthy of his Being, and moſt 
agreeable to all the divine Perfections, to have 


cut ſuch wicked Perſons off in their Infancy, or 


State of Innocence; ſince Death muſt inevitably 
ſome time or other take Place upon all living 
by the divine Decree, Heb. ix. 27. rather than 
ſuffer them to ſurvive and grow old in Wick- 
edneſs, and lead others into Sin to their own Mi- 


ſery as well as God's Diſhonour.— Very ſhocking 


Suppoſitions!— As it would more eſpecially have 
been greatly to the Honour of his Free-Grace, and 
would have highly manifeſted his Goodneſe, and Be- 
nevolence, Love, and Compaſſion to his Creatures, 
who, without any Cauſe or Conſent of their own, 
were by his good Pleaſure brought into Being. 


It would alſo have exalted. the Glory of his dar- 


ling Attribute of Mercy, which we are told, Jam. 
i. 13. rejoiceth againſt Judgment, as bis ſtrange 2 ork ; 

if it would not alſo have been much more con- 
ſiſtent with his Wiſdom, and Power, his Juſtice, 
and Righteouſneſs too, as well as with his Sincerity 


and immutable Truth. But on the contrary, in 


the ſecond Place, I do not fee how ſuch cruel Con- 


duct 
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16 An Eſ onthe Divihe 1 


duct (for we can account it no other, for God to 


bring Perſons into Being, and cheriſh them up 


to Maturity, nay even to old Age, ſuch Men that 


he before knew would be miſerable) can be at 


all vindicated in the divine Being: I ſay, I do 


not ſee, how ſuch cruel Conduct can be vindi- 
cated in the divine Being; when it is. looked 


upon as the Glory of human Nature, for Men, 
as far as in them lay, to prevent the Miſery 
which they foreſee their Children or any other of 
their fellow Creatures, are likely, may, which 
they will certainly, or muſt neceſſarily fall in- 


to, with reſpe& to this Life, if they are per- 
mitted to proceed, and go forward in thoſe Paths 
they are entered into, the End of which will cer- 
tainly iſſue in their Deſtruction, either by deep 
Waters, dreadful Precipices, Thieves and Mur- 


derers, or ravenous Beaſts of Prey: Which is 


in ſome meaſure a parallel Caſe. And there- 


fore, as Truth, Mercy, Compaſſion, and Benevo- 


lence amongſt Men, are truly amiable and praiſe- 


worthy; and the contrary Diſpoſition is looked 
upon as evil, and unworthy of -our Nature ; tho' 


the moſt exalted: Inſtances of Mercy, Compaſſion, 
and Benevolence in Men, come infinitely ſhort of 
' thoſe Perfections in the great God, who is the molt 
tender Parent and Father of all: ' So we mult 


of courſe conclude, that nothing ought ever to be 
aſcribed unto him, which is- unworthy of his Be- 


ing, or that in any reſpect claſhes with, or is 


contrary to thoſe moſt. amiable and divine Attri- 
butes ; and conſequently, that the divine Preſci- 
ence, or Fore-knowledge- was not from all Eter- 
nity employed, or concerned about the contingent 


Actions of Free-Agents in future TG, But here 


T5 am obliged to conſider, 
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how the * concerned in their Fulfilment, alt 
wil Free m. 


Cad I have TOY by Reaſon, to. ſet forth 
ſome of the inſyperable Difficulties, which J appre- 
hend muſt heceſfarily attend the Suppoſition, That 
God certainly and infallibly fore-knew from Eterni- 
ty all the future Actions of Free- Agents; it 6 pro- 

to add fomething concerning the Prog heciey 


; contained in Revelation; many of which, having 


been accompliſhed and fulkilted, exactly according 
to the Predictions of thoſe Events, ſo ſome Per- 
fons look upon them as 4 manifeſt Proof, that God 
| fore-knows whatſoever comes to paſs. But, on the 
contrary, firſt, if we look upon Prophecies only as 
Manifeſtations that a divine Providence ſuperin- 


tends the Government of the moral World; or as 


Atteſtations to the Truth of ſupernatural Revela- 
tion; and ſo like Miracles, tending to command 
the Attention and Regard of Mankind to whatever 
js therein contained; deſigned of God for their 
| Good and Happineſs here and hereafter z we can- 
pot but allow, that the divine Power and Wiſdom 
muſt be deeply engaged for the Accompliſhment of 


them in the moſt proper Seaſons, in order to up- 


hold and ſupport the Credit of that Revelation 
which he hath been pleaſed to give forth, for the 
a ulation of their 4 and Conduct towards 


tach other, and towards God himſelf, their Crea- 


tor and Preſerver. And if, in the Accompliſh- 


ment of thoſe Predictions, there was nothing to 
be done by any of the Agents concerned, that 


could be eſteemed wicked or immoral, as in the 
Caſe of good King Fofiab, of whom it was fore- 


told, that he ſhould offer the Prieſts of the bigh 


Places, that burnt Incenſe upon the Altar which Je- 
roboam: A at Bethel, and Mens Bones ſhould he 
C 


| C3 ? —_ 3 from Scripture Prophecies, and 


burn 
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18 An Eſſay en the Divine Preſcience, 
| : burn thereon, 1 Kings xiii. 2; which was exactly 
3 fulfilled about 350 Years after, 2 Kings. xxili.-15 
| —20'; and as in the Caſe of Cyrus the Per- 
fian, who was alſo propheſied of by Name, ſeve- 
A ral Generations, or about 150 Years, before he was 
= born: That he ſhould ; be an Inſtrument: in the 
a Hand of God to reſtore; the Captives of Iſrael ; 
_ = to build the Temple, and cauſe Jeruſalem. to be 
= inhabited: That he ſhould be mightily victorious 
to ſubdue the Nations, and poſſeſs the Wealth 
| thereof: And that he ſhould know and honour 
the God of Iſrael; Iſaiah xliv. 28, and xlv. 1—4;* 


Thus hath God taken Care to ſpread amongſt the Nations, 
the Knowledge of himſelf, in Oppoſition to the Idolatry of the 
Heathen, under all the four grand Monarchies which have ariſen 
nin the World. Firſt, by many wonderful Diſcoveries, and migh- 
ty Acts of Power to Nebuchadnezzar : So that he made De- 
erees to his Praiſe and Honour, Dan. ui, 28—30. and iv. 34—37; 

_  zdly,: To Cyrus, by many Bleflings and wonderful Sucoeſſes; 
Whole. Decrees and thoſe of his Succeſſors, Artaxerxes and Da- 
rius, in favour of his People Iſrael, for building the Temple and 
City of Jeruſalem, for eſtabliſhing the Sacrifices God appointed 
to be offered, and reſtoring all the holy Veſſels belonging to 
the ſanie, did great Honour to his Truth and Worſhip, p 
adljy, To Alexander, in a Dream or Viſion, whereby he was 
reſtrained from deſtroying all the Jews, and utterly aboliſhing 
their Worſhip, which he had reſolved upon: But inſtead there- 
of, he greatly honoured the High-Prieſt, who went forth to 
meet him in his prieſtly Veſtments, and by him the true God 
allo, Sir M. Raleigh's Hiſt. Book IV. C. ii. 8S 6. 


. 


* 


IAchly, By Chriſt's being incarnate, or born of a Virgin, in the 
Time of Auguſtus Cæſar; his being crucified and raiſed from 
the dead; and Chriſtianity, accompanied with many wonderful Mi- 
racles, being ſpread and propagated amongf the Nations ſub- 
ject to the Roman Empire, and to many others, But the 
© 5th, and laſt, will be the univerſal Monarchy of Jeſus Chriſt, in 

the Time of the Millennium. When the Kingdoms of this World 
mall become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrift, For the 
Lord ſhall be King over all the Earth, when he ſhall fit upon the 
Thrane of his Father David in Jeruſalem, and his Palace ſhall 
de bnilt upon Mount Zion, on the Eaſt of it. Where he muſt reign, 
until he hath put all Enemies under his Feet, and then cometh 
the End, that unchangeable, ſerene Kingdom of Peace and Glory, 
when Chrilt ſhall deliver up the Kingdom ta God even the Fa 


ap. | F | 


43 - 


And alſo the Caſe of Jehu, who was only the Exe” 
cutioner of the divine Vengeance in puniſhing 
wicked Fezabel and cutting off the Houſe of Abab for 
their Sin. 1 Kings xx1, 1—24. I ſay, in theſe, and 
ſuch like Inftances; I think it would be. no Diſ- 
honour either to God or Man to allow, that in or- 
der to the Fulfilment of thoſe Prophecies, God did 


influence the Minds of every Perſon concerned; 


and thereby lead them on to the Performance of 
thoſe Things, which, by divine Inſpiration, he had 


foretold ſhould come to paſs in the World; either 


to particular Perſons, or to Nations and People: No 
future Rewards being annexed to ſuch Actions and 


Services. But, ſecondly, whenſoever any Actions 


ate to be performed, in order to the fulfilling of 


Prophecies, which Actions are wicked or ſinful in 


' themſelves, and the Perſons who perform them, 
according to the divine Threatening, thereby ex- 


poſed to Puniſhment and Miſery in a future State, 
God cannot in conſiſtence with his known Perfections, 
impel or excite any Being. to the Performance of 


any ſuch Actions; though if he could, yet it 


would be moſt unjuſt in him to inflict Puniſh- 


ment upon them for doing an Action, which, by 
his Influence, they were diſpoſed and conſtrained 


to do: And therefore I apprehend, that whereſo- 
ever God hath ſpoken of future Events which had 
any ſuch Circumſtances attending the Accomplifh- 
ment thereof, he did never predeſtinate the parti- 
cular Perſons, who ſhould do thoſe evil Actions, 
nor in the leaſt interfere with the Liberty and 


Freedom of Will, in any of the Agents concerned. 
But as by his Omniſcience, he hath a perfect 


Knowledge of all the Affections and Diſpoſitions 
Ln”. ] 


ther, when he ſhall have put down all Rule and all Authority 


aud Power, and when all Things ſhall be ſubdued unto him, 


then ſhall the Son alſo himſelf be ſubject unto him that put all 
Things under him, that God may be all in all. Amen, Ezek. 
Ch. aliii, &c. i Cor. xv. 24—28, Rev. xi. 15, Kc. mw” 
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28% An Eſuy the Divim Profcience, 
of every free Agent at that Time upon the Stage of 
Action, amongſt which there àre always great Num- 
bers of wicked Perſons, ſo God may place ſome 
of them in ſuch a Situation, or promote them to 
ſuch Stations in the World, as will give them 

an Opportunity to purſue their on vicious Inclina- 
tions, even in the doing Things which were before 
; ere And as Pharoah was raiſed to the 
Throne, and upheld in Life, that God might. ſhew 
bis Power in bim, and his Name be thereby declured 
. throughout all ' the Earth, Exod. ix. 163 ſo this 
may have been the Caſe, where certain Prophecies 
ave been Fulfilled, as recorded in Scripture, which 
brings me to enquire into one of the moſt remark- 


IX. The Caſe of Judas Jcariot in particular, and 
j 7... 
AN op here 1 cannot but obſerve, in the firſt 
Place, that Judas Iſcariot ſeems to have been placed 
in a proper Situation for the fulfilling of certain 
remarkable Prophecies. For though he was of a 
covetous or thieviſh Diſpoſition, yet he was choſen 
to be one of the twelve Apoſtles; becauſe God 
faw that the Obſtinacy, Pride, and Unbelief in 
the Prieſts and Rulers of the Jews were ſuch, that 
they would not recetve: the Doctrine of his Son, 
nor own him for their Meſſiah, motwithſtanding bis 
undeniable Miracles. And ſecondly, as Judas had 
given himſelf up to a wicked Diſpoſition of Mind, 
and to an evil Courſe of Life, and would not be 
reſtrained and turned from them by the Preach- 
ings of his Maſter, any more than the Phariſees 
and others would be prevailed upon by his ſur- 
prizing Miracles, with thoſe ſublime and heavenly 
| ons Bb and wiſe Diſcourſes, which they were un- 
able to anſwer or gainſay, to acknowledge him for 


that Prophet which Cal bud promiſed 10 raiſe up un. 
- ta them, line unto Maſes, and of whom it e 
| | n 3 3 .1 2 2 to | 


— Man': Rree-Ageny. 
wa, chat — ſhould: appear about that very Time: 


8o we have ho Reaſon to think, but that Judas 
would have done wickedly, had he been to have 


filled up any other Station amongſt Men. But third». 


ly, as he was taken into the Number of the Apoſtles, 
and ſo made acquainted with the Affairs of Chriſt, 


and the Places of his Reſort, he had from thence an 


Opportunity to gratify his covetous Diſpoſition in 
ſuch a way, as thereby ſeveral remarkable: Predictions 
were fulfilled, whilſt he was, at the ſame time, left to 


the Exerciſe of his own Free-will, and was in no re- 


ſpect compelled by any Influence, or ſecret. Exertion 


of Power from God, exciting him thereunto. But fur- 


thermore, fourthly, When Chriſt told his Diſciples, 

that be muſt go to Jeruſalem, and ſhould /uffer many 
bingo from the thief Prigfts and Elders, and Scribes, aud 
be killed, and be ruiſed again the third Day, Matth. .xvi, 
21. Luke ix. 455 the Apoſtles did uot underſtand his 
Sings, and tis plain Peter did not believe that any 
ſuch Things would ever happen to him, for he re- 
buked bim, ſaying, Be it far from thee, Lord: This ſbal 


not be unto thee. And *tis very likely, that Judas was 
of the ſame Mind, and continued ſo, notwithſtand- 


ing the Anſwer to Peter. For he knew, that when 


down headlong fromthe brow of the hill of Nazareth, as 
well as at eh Times, he paſſed thro' the midſt of them 
and efcaped, Luke iv. 30; and might therefore chink 
he would likewiſe make his Eſcape from the chief 
Prieſts, from whom (exoited by a Spirit of Covetouſ- 
neſs) he was willing to get (in his account a valuable 
Sum of Money) without intending the Death of his 

Lord. For, fin. As ſoon as he ſaw that the Event 


was contrary to what he might perhaps hope for, 


and which it is indeed the moſt probable to think he 
did hope for, becauſe, finding the Hue contrary to 
his Expectations, he with the greateſt-Remorſe and 
| ations 7 brought hack to the cbief Prieſts and Elders the 

as Which, he had ſo much coveted, confeſling his 
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22 An Eſuy on the Divine Preſcience, 
Guilt, Saying, I have finned in that I bave betrayed the 
Innocent Blood. And be caſt down the Pieces of Silver 
in the Temple, and departed, and then in deſpair de- 
firoyed himſelf. Matth. xxvii. 3m, 4, 5. And as many 
other Perſons, have from the wicked Gratification 
of their Luſts and evil Diſpoſition of their Minds, 
acted after the ſame Manner, where no Prophecies 
were fulfilled, I can ſee no Reaſon why we thould 
not allow Judas, to be as much a Free-Agent in all 
that he did, as well as'other Men; but only placed in 
ſuch a State or Situation for Action, that bis Free- 
Agency in the Purſuit of Covetouſneſs, concurred to 
the Accornpliſhment of ſeveral Prophecies concerning 
_ Chriſt. * Beſides, ſixthly, If he had not been a Free- 
Agent in all thoſe Actions, it would have been moſt 
muſt for God to puniſh him with Severity on ac- 
count of what he did therein: Which Severity our 
Lord's Words muſt imply, where he ſays, But Woe 
unto that 'Man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed; it 
bad been good for that Man, if ve had not been born, 
Matth. xXVi. 4. 
© Tavs ing enddaroured to „indicate the divine 
Perfections, and alſo to ſhew how the Agents con- 
_ cerned in the accompliſhing of Prophecies, may act 
with perfect Freedom in all that they do as well as 
other Men; 1 ſhall, as a Concluſion, for the Honour 
and Credit of Revelation, the Intereſt of true Reli- 
gion, and as an Excitement to the ſincere Profeſſors 
thereof, in the Practice of all moral Virtue and the 
Perſuit of true Piety and een, m God, 
I provey i in the laſt Place, I 


IX. That the ſuppoſed elermal 3 METS of Contin- 
5 gencies, even of all be Add ions of Men, is contrary to 
be Scripture Declarations, and God's . with 

1 the Antediluvian World, as therein recorded. 


Fos the Scriptures ate ſo ſo far from condemning 
what T have advanced about contingent Actions in 


other Caſes not being certainly” and infallibly-fore- 
2 Os known 


b, 


* 
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known from Eternity, that all which L have ſaid upon 


that Head, may be maintained and defended by, and | 


is plainly implied in the following Paſſages ; where 
frſt, God bitterly complains of the Abominations, the 
Wickedneſs, and the inhuman Idolatry of the Jews, 
in building the high Places of Topbet, to burn their Sons 
and their Daughters with Fire, for burnt Offerings unto 
Baal and Moloch. Which (ſaith God) I commanded tbem 
not, neither came it into my Heart. Jer. vii. 31; and 
Ch. xxxii. 35, he ſays, Which I commanded them not, 


neither came it into my Mind, that they ſhould do this A. 


bomination_to cauſe Tudah to fin ; complaining, that 
they turned the Back unto him, and not the Face: And tho? 
be had taught them riſing up early and teaching them, yet 
they: bad not hearkened to receive Inſtruction; which 


ſurely God would not have done, if he had certainly 


fore-known what they would do. Again, Ch. xix. 5, 
Which I commanded not, nor ſpake it, neither came it in- 
10 my Mind: Is it not the moſt plain and natural 


Senſe of thefe three Places, that God was ſo far from 


commanding, that he had forbidden them to do ſo? 

| And he was ſo far from ſpeaking any Thing whereby 
to encourage them, or in the leaſt to countenance 
ſuch Abominations, that, on the contrary, it never 


fo much as entered into his Heart or Mind, that they 


would ever be ſo wicked. And, ſecondly, this 
Truth is clearly illuſtrated, and fully confirmed un- 
to us by God himſelf, Iſa. v. 1—7, under the Type 


or Metaphor of a Vineyard, planted with the choiceſt 


Vine, every way well cultivated to have produced the 
beſt Fruit: And when God looked that it ſhould have 


brought forth good Grapes ; yet contrary to his Ex- 


pectation, it brought forth wild Grapes: And is thus 
explained: by the Prophet : The Vineyard of the Lord 
of Hoſts is the Houſe of Iſrael, and the Men of Judab 
bis pleaſant Plant: And he looked for Fudgment, but 


bebold Oppreſſion', for Righteouſneſs, but bebold a 


Cry. + Proofs ſufficient, one would think, to con- 
Vince any Man of the Truth here contended for: So 
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that I need not farther enumerate Seriptures, as as might be abun⸗ 
Auantly done ; but ſhalt only obſerre, thirdly, that agree. 
able to the Senſe here given of theſe ſeyeral Paſſages of Sa- 
cred Writ, and to what 1 have before advanced, we find 
the inſpired Writer of the Book of Geneſis, Ch. vi. 5, 6, 7, 
thus exprefſing. himſelf: Aud God ſaw that the Wi ed 
of "Man was great in the Farth,' and that every Imagination 
ry Sa continually > and 
ented the Lord that he had made Man en the Earth, and 
| 1 Nane, him qt his Heart; and ibe Lord feid, I will de 
8 oy Man, whom I bave created, from the Face of the Earth, 
Loth Man and Beaſt, and the ereeping Thing, and the Faw!s 
the Air, for it Tepenteth me that I have made them, We al 
nee with the fame Kind of Langu nguage in other Places; az . 
Exodus xiii; 17, &c. And if we ſhould allow theſe to be 
figurative Expreſſions, yet, I think, if we are to learn or 
underſtand any Thing by ſuch Pieces of Hiſtory, thus much 
we muſt acknowledge Nhat if the divine Being had certain» 
| ty and infallibly fore-ſeen and fore-known, how Mankind 
Would have corrupted their Way from the Deſign of their 
Creation, and fillad the Earth with Violence, he Touts ne- 


ver have made bim; becauſe his Sin and Wickedneſs was 


5 ſiſteney, or Contradi jon, be aſcribed, with the greateff 


ſo hateful in the Sight of God, that it eauſed him to un- 
make or deſtroy the whole rational and animal Creation, 
except thoſe which he pteſerved in the Ark 3 becauſe he 
could take no Pleaſure in, nor reſtrain them from Sin by | 
the Strivings of his Spirit. And fourthly, as ſuch a Piece 
of Conduct cannot well be reconciled to the Character of 
a wiſe and good Being, ſuppoſing him certainly and infal- 
| libly to have . the fatal melancholy Event, even be- 
fore the Beginning; much leſs ought ſuch Things to be 
aſcribed unto IRH Oo VAR, the iofinitely wiſe, moſt merci- 
ful, compaſſionate, and good Being, the Creator of all, 
c whoſe tender Mercies are over: all bis Works. Unto this 
dur God, only wiſe, poſſeſt of all poſſible Perfection, of 
every admirab ble and divine Attribute, free from all poſſible 
liaputation of Cruelty, Unworthineſs, Weakneſs, e 


8 is ay" ag So coke him, all the oj 
| Adoration, Praiſe, and Than ww in 
Gl, Ore eternal Ages. | 
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